COOS CANYON,
Oxford County, Maine

n steamy summer days, it’s
o tough not to envy Pancho Doll.

For the past eight vears he's
devoted himself to discovering, chron-
icling and just plain enjoying the coun-
try’s choicest swimming holes, Operat-
ing out of his battered 1995 Toyota
Tacoma pickup, the 42-year-old San
Diego resident has logged more than
250,000 miles, pored over countless
topographic maps, pried information
from often tight-lipped locals, taken the
plunge into upward of 700 holes—and
managed to turn out four critically
acclaimed guidebooks in his Day Trips
with a Splash series. (In case you're won-
dering, Doll defines a swimming hole
as “moving water on a river or creek,
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HAVASU FALLS,
Grand Canyon

six feet deep or deeper. The water is
fresh and clean.”) Pancho is “a swim-
ming hole master guru dude,” says actor
John C. McGinley (Serubs), who, along
with pal John Cusack, spent three days
with Doll last summer cliff-diving into
some idyllic Southern California spots.
“He’s just got this wonderful combina-
tion of expertise, enthusiasm and
daffiness.”

Even today, stumbling upon a fresh
beauty is “like finding an emerald in a
pile of rocks,” says Doll. And, in its own
way, quite precious, “It’s a feeling of
immersion where you wash away the
dust and the anxiety of the work week,”
he explains. “It's more than a buzz. It's
like a baptism.”

'S GUIDE

» And the least clothes? Vermont. “To

 finda swimiming hole there, look for

Coldest: | Dosewaﬂlps Riverin

5 Wanthtate. Ithas some glacial

L s duquom:“Spnt Rock Falls on
\ ‘ork’s Bouguet River. Rescuers

have parmanent anchors in the rock

because they go there so often,”

g PANCHO DOLL, A MAN ON
PMISSION, SCOURS AMERICA FOR
GREAT SWIMMING HOLES—700 SO FAR

“Climbing to the top of
the mountain is fun,”
says Doll (at Washington
State's Red Reef), “but
thisis the perfect
outdoor experience.”
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